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Abstract

Electric vehicles are known to be far more energy-efficient and have much greater reliability
due to much fewer moving parts. With falling prices for batteries, it is a matter of few years,
before the price of the vehicles will be on par with ICE vehicles and with much lower
operating costs. What does this mean for India? What happens to our auto-industry which
contributes to 6.1% GDP and a large number of jobs? What happens to our oil refineries and
oil distribution industries? What does India need to do protect and grow its GDP and jobs!
When is the transition likely to happen? What are the engineering Challenges? This talk will
attempt to discuss and answer many of these issues.
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Ashok Jhunjhunwala, Professor at IIT Madras, is currently on deputation as Advisor to the
Minister of Power and MNRE. He was a faculty member at Washington State University
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His group TENET has designed a large number of technologies in many sectors. He conceived
and built the first Research Park (IIT Madras Research Park) in India which houses over 165
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